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These are very brief summaries to get you going.

Once you understand the summaries, go back to notes and books to try to understand/learn the details.

Fraserburgh Academy Higher RMPS   J Noble 2010 

VIRTUE ETHICS

Virtue ethics focuses on developing good character by doing good, rather than rules or consequences, as the key element of ethical thinking. In the West virtue ethics was the main approach to ethical thinking in the ancient and medieval periods. Although concern for virtue appears in several philosophical traditions, notably the Chinese, in the West the roots of virtue ethics lie in the work of Plato and Aristotle, and even today the tradition’s key concepts derive from ancient Greek philosophy. These concepts include arête (excellence or virtue), phronesis (practical or moral wisdom), and eudaimonia (flourishing). From these three we get the idea that virtue ethics is about doing good to become a better person.

VIRTUOUS MEAN

Most moral virtues, according to Aristotle, are to be understood as falling at the mean (average)  between two accompanying vices. The following table gives some examples: 

	Vice of Deficiency

- not enough to be good
	Virtuous Mean
	Vice of Excess 

– too much to be good

	Cowardice
	Courage
	Rashness

	Self-deprecating
	High-mindedness
	Vanity

	Lack of Ambition
	Right Ambition
	Over-ambition

	Spiritlessness
	Good Temper
	Irascibility

	Surliness  (too grumpy)
	Friendly Civility

(being pleasant)
	Obsequiousness  (“sucking up”)

	“Putting people down”
	Sincerity
	Boastfulness

	Boorishness
	Wittiness
	Buffoonery

	Shamelessness
	Modesty
	Bashfulness

	Callousness
	Justified Resentment
	Spitefulness


The prominent virtue of this list is high-mindedness, which, as being a kind of ideal self-respect, is regarded as the crown of all the other virtues.

HETERONOMY

This means being governed by, or under the law, an OUTSIDE AUTHORITY.

This outside authority could be GOD or MAN.

THEONOMY

This means being governed by, or under the law, of GOD.

Theonomy can be described as a heteronomy in which God is the ruler instead of man. However, in practice, man is still involved in applying “God’s laws”.

AUTONOMY

This means being governed by SELF, by one’s own rules.  Usually refers to a self-governing community rather than an individual. The community gives itself its own laws to live by.

Theos - God     

Nomos - Law  

Heteros - Outside, Different  

Auto - Self

COSMOLOGICAL ARGUMENT

(1) Everything that exists has a cause of its existence.
(2) The universe exists.
Therefore:
(3) The universe has a cause of its existence.
(4) If the universe has a cause of its existence, then that cause is God.
Therefore:
(5) God exists.

TELEOLOGICAL ARGUMENT

The teleological argument is also known as the "argument from design."  Quite simply, it states that a designer must exist since the universe and living things exhibit marks of design in their order, consistency, unity, and pattern.

A typical analogy of this is the Watchmaker Argument, which was given by William Paley (1743-1805).  The argument goes as follows.  If you found a watch in an empty field, you would logically conclude that it was designed and not the product of random formation.  Likewise, when we look at life and the universe, it is natural to conclude there is a designer see we see how perfectly the universe and life forms operate.  The eye is typically used as an example of design.  It is a marvelous development.  In order for it to work, there must be many different convergent parts that individually have no function but have value only in a designed whole.  It is only in the combined total that they exhibit their total function.   This function is by design.

Paley's argument is as follows: 

1. Human artifacts are products of intelligent design. 

2. The universe resembles human artifacts. 

3. Therefore the universe is a product of intelligent design. 

4. But the universe is complex and gigantic, in comparison to human artifacts. 

5. Therefore, there probably is a powerful and vastly intelligent designer who created the universe. 

Divine Command Theory

Divine command theory says that morality (doing good) is all about doing God’s will. God has issued certain commands to his creatures. We can find these commands in the Bible, or by asking religious authorities, or perhaps even just from our conscience. 

Euthyphro Dilemma

The Euthyphro dilemma gets its name from Plato’s Euthyphro dialogue, which inspired it. The Euthyphro dilemma asks the question: Does God command the good because it is good, or is it good because it is commanded by God ?

For Christians, God is the source of good, God is good, therefore most Christians answer that God commands what is good because it is good because it comes from him.  

Revelation

Revelation means that was what previously unknown has been revealed. Christians believe that God chooses to reveal certain “truths” to humans, particularly about himself.

General Revelation - links in with the Teleological Argument. This is connected with the idea that God has revealed beauty and purpose in his Creation to point us to him and his work.

Special Revelation – e.g. religious experience, the Incarnation.

Kantian Ethics

Kantian ethics is based upon the teachings of the philosopher, Immanuel Kant (1724–1804). According to Kant, the concept of “motive” is the most important factor in determining what is ethical. More specifically, Kant argued that a moral action is one that is performed out of a “sense of duty.” 

For Kant, a moral action is not based upon feelings or pity. Nor is it is not based on the possibility of reward. Instead, a moral action is one based on a sense of “This is what I ought to do.”

To use an example, with Kantian ethics helping an old lady across the street because you feel pity for her is NOT a moral act. Likewise, helping an old lady because someone else will think highly of you is NOT a moral act. However, helping an old lady because you have a sense of duty to help the elderly IS a moral act.

Because motive is the most important factor in Kantian ethics, it is possible for an action to have negative consequences while still being a moral act. For example, if acting out of a sense of duty you attempt to save a drowning child, but in the process you accidentally drown the child, your action is still considered a moral one.

OBJECTIONS

Kantian ethics has been criticized on several points. First, some say Kant’s approach gives little aid for complex situations. For example, what if there are conflicts of duty? Suppose you decide that two duties are (1) telling the truth; and (2) protecting your friends. But what if a madman with an axe asked you where your best friend was so he could murder him or her? Do you tell the truth and thus lead the murderer to your friend? Or do you lie and save your friend’s life? Interestingly, Kant believed telling a lie was always wrong even if a vicious murderer asked you where your friend was so he could murder him.

Second, some say Kant dismisses emotions such as pity and compassion as irrelevant to morality. But many think these are “moral” emotions that cannot be separated from morality. Why should helping an old lady across the street out of compassion not be considered moral? What is wrong with compassion and pity?

Third, some say Kant’s approach does not take the consequences of actions seriously enough. What if a well-intentioned person with a good motive causes a number of deaths? He would be morally blameless according to Kant’s view. Or, what if a well-intentioned babysitter dries your cat in a microwave oven? Would you say, “That’s okay, her motive was good.”

SCIENTIFIC ENQUIRY

Scientific enquiry has a central place in science because it helps us to understand how scientific ideas are developed and because the skills and processes of scientific enquiry are useful in many everyday applications. 

There are many different types of scientific enquiry such as: 

· pattern seeking - for example, in surveys or correlations 

· using first-hand and secondary sources of information 

· identification and classification 

· using and evaluating a technique or technological application 

· fair tests involving the control of variables 

· using experimental models and analogies to explore an explanation, hypothesis or a theory
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EPISTEMOLOGY

Epistemology is a part of philosophy that studies knowledge. 

It attempts to answer the basic question: 

What distinguishes true (adequate) knowledge from false (inadequate) knowledge?

This also leads to the question:  how can one develop theories or models that are better than competing theories? 

Higher RMPS Traditional Christian Theology Outline

(Initial overview for Berkhof and Bitesize books)

All people are sinners. They have a sinful nature which makes them likely to sin, but they choose to commit particular sins, and so are responsible for their own sin and its consequences.

Sin ‘offends’ God, and alienates the sinner from God.  

Since God is the source of life, sin therefore brings death. God does not choose to reject sin, He must reject it because of his perfect nature; but although God must reject sin, he still loves the sinner. So God came in human form as Jesus Christ to offer himself as a sacrifice for the sinners he loves, so they could be forgiven and made acceptable again.

Jesus died on the Cross to take the punishment for our sins and to reconcile us to God by giving us the gift of Christ’s righteousness to put us right with God.

Jesus rose from the dead, showing his victory over sin and death, and showing that eternal life with God is available to repentant believers.
Propitiation 

God is rendered propitious, i.e., that 'satisfaction' or 'appeasement' by which it becomes consistent with His character to pardon and bless sinners. The propitiation does not procure His love or make Him loving; rather, it renders it consistent for Him to exercise His love towards sinners.

Propitiation has two sides: Christ takes the punishment for the sins of others and turns aside God’s wrath against sin.

